
Hatching Chicks at Home   

The most important piece of equipment you will need 
when hatching your own baby chicks at home (aside 
from some fertilised eggs) is an incubator. 

An incubator is a clever piece of technology which 
mimics the actions of a mother hen by providing 
the ideal conditions for an embryo to grow into a 
chick, for example, keeping the egg at a constant 
37.5 degrees Celsius. Advanced incubators are able to 
hold hundreds of eggs at a time, periodically turning 
them throughout the day and night to ensure an even 
temperature – much like a hen would. 

Providing there are no other anomalies, after 21 days 
you will begin to hear small cheeps and taps as the 
new chick begins to hatch.
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Quick Questions
1. Name one feature of an incubator. 

 

2. What is the closest definition to the word 
‘mimics’? Tick one. 

changes                               copies 

shrinks                              believes 

3. Why has the author written ‘providing there 
are no other anomalies’? 
 

  

4. Name a similarity between a real hen and  
an incubator. 
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An incubator is a clever piece of technology which 
mimics the actions of a mother hen by providing 
the ideal conditions for an embryo to grow into a 
chick, for example, keeping the egg at a constant 
37.5 degrees Celsius. Advanced incubators are able to 
hold hundreds of eggs at a time, periodically turning 
them throughout the day and night to ensure an even 
temperature – much like a hen would. 

Providing there are no other anomalies, after 21 days 
you will begin to hear small cheeps and taps as the 
new chick begins to hatch.

Quick Questions Answers
1. Name one feature of an incubator. 

Accept any of the following: it can hold 
many eggs; it turns the eggs; it keeps 
the eggs at a constant temperature.

2. What is the closest definition to the word 
‘mimics’? Tick one. 

changes                               copies 

shrinks                              believes

3. Why has the author written ‘providing there 
are no other anomalies’? 
Accept answers which mention that the 
reader must be prepared that something 
could go wrong or that the reader 
must be aware that the text hasn’t 
given them all of the information.

4. Name a similarity between a real hen and  
an incubator. 
Accept any similarity as mentioned in the 
text, such as: they both turn the eggs; they 
both keep the eggs at 37.5 degrees Celsius. 
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