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L.O I can explore the broad tends of 
crime and punishment from the Romans 

to the 21st Century. 
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Crime Punishment

Can you define the two words below?

Noun - an action or omission which 
constitutes an offence and is 

punishable by law.

Noun - the infliction or imposition of 
a penalty as retribution for an 

offence 
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The Rule of Law.pptx
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What crimes do we have today?

Can you think of any ways we prevent, 
detect or punish crimes nowadays?
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Detecting and Preventing Crime

Police

CCTV

Probation Service

Community Police

Neighborhood Watch
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Punishing Crime

Trial by Jury

Prison

Fines

Community Service

Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs)
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Can you order the timeline?
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Crime Punishment

Can you annotate examples of 'crime and punishment' from 
any previous history topics or your own knowledge?

We will add to this during the topic.

Mayan?

WW2?

Egypt?

Romans?
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Look at the timeline of crime and punishment timeline. Can you 
pick out any common themes or trends over the different 

periods in history? What are the key changes?
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Throughout history, theft has always been the most common crime.

Today, we have the police to deal with crime, but the police force 
was quite a recent idea.

Although punishments have become less harsh than at other times 
in history, the death penalty was only abolished in 1965.

Trial by jury has been around for a very long time.

Can you guess the missing words?
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Throughout history, theft has always been the most common crime.

Today, we have the police to deal with crime, but the police force 
was quite a recent idea.

Although punishments have become less harsh than at other times 
in history, the death penalty was only abolished in 1965.

Trial by jury has been around for a very long time.
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We are going to be using lots of specific vocabulary relating to 
crime and punishment over the coming lessons. Have a look at the 
words and meanings and see if you can match them up correctly.
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How did you do?
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In your best, cursive handwriting, write the definitions into 
your Crime and Punishment word bank. This will help you in 
History lessons and in English.

Crime and Punishment Wordbank
Word Definition Applied in 

an example
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The Rule of Law.pptx










 

Aim

To understand the civil and criminal law of England





The Lady Justice is a common sight in legal institutions. Originally known as the goddess Themis, she represents the fairness of the judicial system. In Greek, Themis means 'order'. 

Lady Justice





 



Why does Britain 
have a legal system?

Think of as many reasons as you can why 
most societies have laws and a legal system. 

Here are just a few:

To prevent anti-social and unacceptable behaviour.

To regulate commercial and business transactions.

To identify who should rightfully own property.

To regulate family and personal relationships.

To provide means for citizens to resolve disputes with other citizens.





 



Civil Law and Criminal Law 

The courts of England and Wales are headed by the Senior Courts of England and Wales:

The High Court of Justice (for civil cases) 

The Crown Court (for criminal cases). 

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the 
land for both criminal and civil appeal cases 

There are two types of law:

Civil law  

Criminal law 





 



Civil Law

Civil law is concerned with the rights and duties of citizens in dealings with other citizens.

Civil law covers activities such as: 

Lending and borrowing money

Entering into contracts 

Disputes with neighbours 

Getting married

Inheritances and wills



Challenge:

Can you think of any more civil law activities?





 



Criminal Law

Criminal offences are regarded as offences against society.  It includes the punishment of people who break these laws.

It deals with matters such as:

Crimes against people:

E.g. murder, assault 



Property crimes: 

E.g. theft, burglary, fraud and vandalism



Challenge:

Can you think of any more criminal law activities?





 



The Old Bailey



“The Old Bailey” by [It's No Game] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

The Central Criminal Court of England and Wales, commonly known as the Old Bailey from the street on which it stands, is a court in London, and one of a number of buildings housing the Crown Court.



 



Compensation or Punishment?

In civil law, the courts award compensation when someone 
can prove the other party is in the wrong.



In criminal courts, the aim is to punish 
wrongdoers and impose a sentence which 
prevents them from reoffending.

Compensation 

This refers to the act of providing a person with money or other things of value in order to provide for the costs of injuries that they have incurred.

Sentence

This can generally involve  imprisonment, a fine and/or other punishments against a defendant convicted of a crime. 
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